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WELCOME!

TO THE SOUTHWEST CONNECTOR PUBLIC MEETING

\

- /\\A

The intent of this meeting is to share preliminary transportation
alternatives and gather your feedback on potential benefits and impacts.

Your feedback will help the study team evaluate options and identify
reasonable alternatives that address transportation needs while also
supporting community goals and minimizing impacts.
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ABOUT THE STUDY

The Southwest Connector Planning
and Environmental Linkages

(PEL) Study is a collaborative

and integrated approach to
transportation decision-making,
which will identify improvements
that will:

- Improve safety on IL 3 and IL 154;

- Correct deficient roadway and
Intersection geometry;

- Alleviate current and future
congestion and bottlenecks; and

- Support freight mobility.
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WHAT IS A PEL STUDY?

A Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Integrative approach
study is a collaborative approach to decision- considers environment,
making used to identify transportation issues community, and economy
and environmental concerns. This integrated
approach considers environmental, community,

and economic goals early in the planning Gathers input early to
process and uses this information to streamline inform transportation
the transportation project development and project development

environmental review process.

Note: IDOT may adopt or incorporate planning
projects from PEL studies like this one into

a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
environmental review process and Phase 1 Study.

Uses collaborative
approach to transportation
decision-making




PEL STUDY TIMELINE

Project Client Advisory CAG #2
Kickoff Group (CAG) #1

Data Collection

Public Meeting #1

PEL STUDY BENEFITS

Helps identify
future project

SPRING | SUMMER | FALL | WINTER | SPRING  SUMMER | FALL | WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL

CAG #3
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IDOT/ CAG#4 CAG#5 Public IDOT/FWHA
FWHA Merger Meeting #3 Merger
Meeting #1 Meeting #2

Public Meeting #2 Submit PEL Report

to IDOT/FHWA
WE ARE HERE

Finds opportunities
to avoid or minimize

Accelerates project
development and

/N

selections successful delivery ‘@ environmental impacts
. ' Q Supports economic D Encourages early, meaningful community and
, 105 .' and community QQQ stakeholder engagement to listen, understand issues,

o development

and reduce risk and concerns
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The Primary Purpose of this PEL is to determine potential projects that would:
@ Reduce the frequency and severity of crashes;
Address existing roadway geometric deficiencies that contribute to safety and operational issues; and

Accommodate existing and future traffic capacity and freight volumes.

Transportation improvements are needed to address the following issues:
@ Safety for all roadway users;

e Deficient roadway and intersection geometry;

o) EXxisting and future traffic capacity and freight volumes; and

Freight mobility and bottleneck.

Potential projects could provide benefits through:

@ Improved travel time and travel time reliability;

Efficient access to healthcare and essential services;

Support for existing modal interrelationships, including transit and bicycle/pedestrian facilities; and

Q Support for economic development and growth in Southern Illinois.
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ORRIDOR EXISTING CONDITIONS
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* 1,186 crashes from 2017 to 2024
263 resulted in injuries or fatalities (22%)
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WATERLOO TO WEST OF RED BUD
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PINCKNEYVILLE TO MURPHYSBORO

NEPA RE-EVALUATION

PROJECTS

BACKGROUND COMPLETED SECTIONS
* Environmental Assessment forthe IL 13/127 from Murphysboro * |L13/127 bridge over Beaucoup Creek
to Pinckneyville Project was completed in 2007 to comply with » Murphysboro to East Grange Hall Road

the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
IN-PROGRESS

* |L127 from approximately Finney Road to
Gale Road/Bethel Road

* Expansion to 4-lane expressway
* RCUT atIL 4/Truax Traer Road

* Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) issued in 2008

A NEPA re-evaluation assesses whether there have been changes
to the project design, regulatory requirements, or existing
environment that would result in new impacts or require additional

study. It evaluates whether the FONSI is still valid.
* Phasel complete

CURRENT STATUS * Anticipated June 2027 construction letting

* Preliminary design reviewed: Meets current design standards
* Changes in regulations reviewed: Meets current requirements

* Desktop review of existing environmental conditions
completed to identify changes in the project area:
No changes that would require additional study

* Draft NEPA re-evaluation: To be submitted in late summer



NEXT STEPS: SCREENING PROCESS

€© INITIAL ALTERNATIVES €) CORRIDOR IMPACT
PURPOSE AND NEED/FATAL AND FEASIBILITY

FLAW SCREENING REFINED CONCEPTS
Do the alternatives: Evaluate impacts to:
+ Meet the Purpose and Need? - Adjacent land uses
« Have excessive Impacts (natural, historic, and cultural resources)
and/or costs? - Wildlife and Threatened and
€) SAFETY AND OPERATIONS -naangered species (T &5

- Technical feasibility

PERFORMANCE

CONCEPT LEVEL - Construction costs

Do the alternatives: 0 MULTI-MODAL/CONTEXT

- Provide a safety benefit? AND IMPLEMENTATION

- Provide an operational benefit? Evaluate opportunity for:

. Comply with design standards? -+ Bicycle and pedestrian mobility and safety

- Transit mobility and safety
« Implementation



HOW TO COMMENT

The intent of this meeting is to

share preliminary transportation
alternatives and gather your feedback
on potential benefits and impacts.

Your feedback will help the study
team evaluate options and identify
reasonable alternatives that address
transportation needs while also

supporting community goals and
minimizing impacts.

SOUTHWEST

CONNECTOR ¥

PLEASE PROVIDE COMMENTS
BY SEPTEMBER 21, 2026.

@ Fill out a comment form
0 southwestconnector.com
@ contact@southwestconnector.com

@ ILlinois Department of Transportation,
District 9
Attn: Southwest Connector PEL Study
2801 Murphysboro Road
Carbondale, IL 62901





